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religion of the Roman state taught that Mars was the father of the foundej?
of the city. There are countless traditions which (albeit at one time offi-
cially recognised) are mere historical fictions.
The test of the historical accuracy of a tradition is the age and the au-
thenticity of the witness for it, not the universality of its recognition at a time
in which there was neither the demand for, nor the means of, critical exami-
nation. Granted, for example, that Rome had heen the city of Tusculum,
which owed its origin to Telegonus, and that Rome was the seat of the
Mamilii, who traced their descent from the same Telegonus, the Telegonus
legend would then no doubt have been invested with the same glory as that
of JSneas, and as much honour would have fallen to the Mamilii as was
reflected oa the Julii from jEneas in Rome.
The Swiss national story of Tell shows how easily romances of this !iind
grow from popular tales into popular beliefs, and even popular dogma, when
they flatter the self-esteem of a people.
Confidently as we may speak of the want of historical foundation for the
Roman legend of JEneas, we must recollect the many difficulties in the way
of establishing its origin and motive. The Latin legend of JEneas cannot be
satisfactorily explained unless light be thrown upon the relation of JEneas
to Lavinium.
Lavinium was the Lares and Penates of the whole of Latium. Accord-
ing to Latin religious ideas, every city, every household, every greater com-
munity, every street, every crossway, every quarter of the town, had its
Lares. In like manner public Lares were appointed for the political family
to which all Latium belonged, and we must suppose that at the foundation
of the Latin league a spot was appointed for the cult of the Lares of the
community. Lavinium bore for Latium the same significance as the temple
of Yesta and the temples of the Penates and the Lares bore for Rome. It
was the religious centre, the spiritual capital of the Latin confederation.
The Lares and Penates of Rome, as a member, were naturally repre-
sented in the Lavinium sanctuary of the confederation. Hence solemn
sacrifices were offered annually to the Penates, in the name of the Roman
people, by the Roman augurs and flamens, and other sacred rites were per-
formed hi their honour. The Roman consuls, praetors, and dictators offered
sacrifices to Vesta and the Penates on assuming and resigning office, as did
also the Roman emperors when they visited the provinces. The custom may
have originated at the time when Rome was a co-ordinate member of the
Latin confederation, the members of which alternately appointed the praetor
or general of the confederation, who had of course to sacrifice in his official
capacity.
The miracles which occurred at the foundation of Lavinium likewise arose
from the idea of a city of the Lares and Penates. The first of these prodigies
is the sow which indicated the seat of the Penates at the foundation of the
city. That a four-footed animal should indicate the seat of a colony is not
unprecedented. ^ At Ephesus it was a wild boar ; the part is often played by
an or, a fact which led to the frequent appearance of the sacrificial o* in
Latin legends. The choice of the sow to indicate the site of the city of the
Lares and Penates at the building of Lavinium has its ground in the close
association of swine with the Lares.
The second prodigy is the birth of the thirty pigs. It is evident that
these thirty pigs symbolise the thirty cities of the confederation of which
Laviniam was the religiors capital By ancient writers they are generally
aeld to refer to the thirty years, which, according to tradition, elapsed between